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5–6/11/2016 German-Japanese Workshop 2016

Since its foundation, the AnnemarieSchimmel-Kolleg encourages its staff members
and its fellows to organize research activities at
both national and international levels. Therefore, Professor Dr. Stephan Conermann (Bonn)
and Professor Dr. Toru Miura (Tokyo) organized an international German-Japanese workshop that took place on 5th–6th November, 2017
at Toyo Bunko in Tokyo. The program of the
aforementioned workshop covered a wide
range of research fields, e.g. historiography,
archaeology, economy, political and intellectual history. It consisted of four sessions that
were well structured and very inspiring: 1. Sultans, Amirs and Politics, 2. Waqf and Economy, 3. Knowledge, 4. Culture, People and Society.

Mamluk era (1250–1517) is due to the fact that
Professor Sato Tsugitaka who initiated and
coined Mamluk Studies in Japan was one of the
worldwide recognized experts of the Iqṭāʾ system.
Furthermore, on the 7th of November 2016, Dr.
Yoko Shindo, a renowned Islamic glass specialist, invited Prof. Dr. Bethany Walker to visit the
Institute of Archaeology at the Waseda Campus
at Honjo. There, Prof. Dr. Walker met students
of Archaeology and delivered a presentation on
pottery.

In Japan, the study of the history of the
Islamicate world and its culture dates back –as
Professor Sato Tsugitaka (d. 2011) states in his
article “Mamluk Studies in Japan: Retrospect
and Prospect”– to the beginning of the Meiji
Era (1868–1912). Concerning Mamluk Studies, Japan has well renowned historians who
are considered as leading scholars in the field
of allocated tax revenues (Iqṭāʾ) among others.
This special interest in Iqṭāʾ system during the
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5–7/12/16 International Conference
Environmental Approaches in Pre-Modern Middle Eastern Studies

Between December 5th and 7th AnnemarieSchimmel Kolleg in Bonn hosted twenty-four
scholars at the conference “Environmental Approaches in Pre-Modern Middle Eastern Studies.” This conference responded to a rising interest among scholars of the history of the premodern Middle East in writing the environmental history of the region. In addition to the
Mamluk period, the organizers, Professor
Bethany Walker, Dr. Abdelkader Al Ghouz and
Dr. Mohammad Gharaibeh assembled scholars
working within a larger chronological period
from early Islamic history to the early nineteenth-century. Early modern Ottoman history
was well represented with several academic
papers including that of the keynote speaker
Prof. Dr. Alan Mikhail, an environmental historian of the Ottoman period. A few presentations
focused on earlier Islamic history with a regional scope stretching from Egypt to
Khurasan. The conference hosted a diverse
assembly of historians and archaeologists from
the region as well as Western Europe and the
United States.

Pre-modern Middle Eastern history has frequently been framed within models of environmental determinism. The aim of the conference was to explore different methodologies
with which historians and archeologists in the
field can study the relationship between human
society and the natural world. The papers presented at the conference offered thoughtprovoking presentations on themes ranging
from rural estate economies to urban farming,
local know-how in the countryside and agricultural manuals, building materials, climates, etc.
Conference participants identified a rich spectrum of narrative and documentary sources in
Arabic and Ottoman Turkish, proposing new
questions and themes in the study of the environmental history of the pre-modern Middle
East. Some papers demonstrated the importance of archaeological excavations on sites
from the Mamluk period for understanding
environmental change. Others showed the potentials of using GIS in addition to narrative
and documentary sources.
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5–7/12/16 International Conference
Environmental Approaches in Pre-Modern
Middle Eastern Studies
Recent works on the pre-modern and modern
environmental history of the Middle East have
focused on the countryside, which until the
1990s was generally perceived in the field of
environmental history as central to the human
intervention in the natural world. A number of
papers presented at the conference also dealt
with the city, which may be an indicator of
shifting research interests towards writing urban environmental history. Increased attention
to the environmental histories of cities has been
also a trend in European and the environmental
history of the US since the 1990s.

Upcoming Events

Spring School
Registration is required for participation (via
email to: aalghouz@uni-bonn.de)
The deadline for registration is March 12,
2017.
27–31/3/2017 – “How to Work with Material
Culture”
(Venue: Research Unit of Islamic Archaeology,
Brühler Straße 7, 2nd floor, 53119 Bonn)
Instructors:


The papers presented at the conference will be
published by Bonn University Press in 2017.



Dr. Aleksandar SOPOV



Prof. Dr. Bethany Walker (University of
Bonn)
Prof. Dr. Warren Schulz (DePaul University/ Chicago)
Prof. Dr. Yossef Rapoport (Queen Mary
University of London)

Program:








27/3/2017 – Prof. Dr. Bethany Walker
- Introduction: Working with material culture
- Best practices: How to find and
read publications in the field? Incorporating texts and objects
- Ceramics Lab
28/3/2017 – Prof. Dr. Warren Schultz
- Numismatics (coins as objects) coin lab
29/3/2017 – Prof. Dr. Warren Schultz
- Numismatics (coins and economic
history) - coin lab
30/3/2017 – Prof. Dr. Yossef Rapoport
(tbc)
- Teaching material culture - seminar on pedagogy
31/3/2017 Prof. Dr. Bethany Walker
- Collaborative writing - seminar on
writing and publishing
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Upcoming Events

Ulrich Haarmann Memorial Lectures
20/2/2017 – Prof. Dr. Shaun Marmon (Princeton), 4–6 pm
The Naming of Nightingale: Gender, Slavery,
and Sartorial Controversy in Mamluk Damascus
(Venue: Annemarie Schimmel Kolleg “History
and Society during the Mamluk Era, 12501517”, Heussallee 18-24)

International Research Colloquium, 4-6 pm
(Venue: Library – IOA/Department of Islamic
Studies, Regina-Pacis-Weg 7)
13/1/2017 Prof. Dr. Lutz Berger (Kiel)
Futûh, Imperialism, and the question of a community of the believers
20/1/2017 Prof. Dr. Claude Chevaleyre (Paris,
EHESS)
Bondage in modern China: Methodological and
conceptual issues, based on the study of
socalled 'Bondservants’
27/1/2017 Prof. Dr. Beatrice Gründler (Berlin)
Sources on the Arabic Book Revolution (Ninth
Century CE)

17/2/2017 Prof. Dr. Thomas Eich (Hamburg)
Contemporary Bioethics and the History of the
Unborn in Islam
24/2/2017 Prof. Dr. Lorenz Korn (Bamberg)
The Imperial Fountain in Constantinople. Object of Transfer in the Age of Imperialism
3/3/2017 Prof. Dr. Anja Pistor-Hatam (Kiel)
Human Rights and Human Dignity in the Islamic Republic of Iran
6/3/2017 Prof. Dr. Ehud Toledano (Tel Aviv)
OSML
Ottoman and Islamic Enslavement from a
Global Perspective: Theory, Methodology,
Practice
10/3/2017 Rahel Hutgens, M.A (Bonn)
The 1980 Coup d'état and its Role in Turkish
Short Stories
17/3/2017 Maryam Aras, M.A (Köln)
The Politics of Madh in Contemporary Iran
31/3/2017 Prof. Dr. Eva Orthmann (Bonn)
Translation and Adaptation. Indian astrology in
Persian guise

3/2/2017 Prof. Dr. Johanna Pink (Freiburg)
Contemporary Muslim exegesis of the Qur’an:
a historical approach
10/2/2017 Prof. Dr. Suraiya Faroqhi (University
of Munich/Istanbul Bilgi University)
OSML Lecture on Slavery in the Ottoman Empire
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Publications

https://www.mamluk.uni-bonn.de/publications/workingpaper

Ibn Taymiyya’s al-Siyāsa al-sharʿiyya fī iṣlāḥ al-raʿī wal-raʿiyya is a very famous book. Al-Siyāsa al-sharʿiyya is
also a complex work that displays a variety of meanings
cohabiting together rather harmoniously. The generic and
synthetic nature of this treatise, together with Ibn
Taymiyya’s controversial legacy, has opened the way to
many different claims of what the treatise is about. To
some extent, the purpose of the present paper is simple. I
intend to present and discuss the contents of Ibn
Taymiyya’s al-Siyāsa al-sharʿiyya through a close reading of the text that will take into account two different
editions of it so far unnoticed by Western scholars. By so
doing, I hope that some of the prevailing ideas about what
al-Siyāsa al-sharʿiyya fī iṣlāḥ al-raʿī wa-l-raʿiyya is can
be complemented by new
perspectives. In particular, I
http://www.vshall argue that the common
view that the book is about
r.de/de/das_rechtslexikon_qa
the coercive power of the state as in punishment, jihad and
w_id_al_fiqh_und_sein_auto
public order is to be partially revisited and that pursuing a
r/t-16/1036115/
study of the text’s manuscript tradition is an urgent scholarly task. By focusing on the existence of different versions of Ibn Taymiyya’s treatise on siyāsa, the present
paper also open questions about their possible meanings.
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