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Previous Events 

 

The annual Spring School of the Annemarie 

Schimmel Kolleg on the topic “Material Cul-

ture Methods in Mamluk Studies” was held 27-

31 March 2017 at the Research Unit of Islamic 

Archaeology, University of Bonn. More than 

twenty participants, ranging from Masters and 

Doctoral students to Fellows at the Kolleg as 

well as the presenters took part. As the title 

indicates, this year’s spring school was devoted 

to the application of material culture methods 

in Mamluk Studies. Material culture includes 

the things that people have made and the rela-

tionships between people and those things. It is 

most informative about the realities of daily 

life, social and economic networks, and the 

spatial setting of social activities. A major fea-

ture of the Spring School was its frequent use 

of breakout sessions in which all were able to 

gain some hands-on experience in with ceram-

ics, coins, glass, and bones. 

 

The School opened with Prof. Dr. Bethany 

Walker (Annemarie Schimmel Kolleg, Univer-

sity of Bonn, Germany) introducing some key 

concerns which would reverberate through the 

rest of the school. These included the base-

level concerns of where non-specialists can 

find useful information from discipline-

specific technical reports—such as pottery ty-

pologies, numismatic sylloges, etc.—as well as 

how to read such reports. The specialists teach-

ing in the School were likewise challenged to 

ask what do others, especially historians who 

use mainly texts, need from material cultural 

artifacts, and what help do they need to use 

them.  Professor Walker stressed two points: 

first that that material culture evidence was 

found in assemblages of many types of evi-

dence, and this required scholars to consider 

the relationship between those objects; and 

second that we study these assemblages to 

learn more about the people and society who 

made and/or used them. Moving on to the 

day’s theme of Mamluk Archaeology, two 

“Ceramics Labs” followed, one dedicated to 

the relationship between those objects; and se-

cond that we study these assemblages to learn 

more about the people and society who made 

and/or used them. Moving on to the day’s 

theme of Mamluk Archaeology, two “Ceramics 

Labs” followed, one dedicated to identifying 

specific wares, and the second focusing on as-

semblages of sherds and miscellaneous other 

objects, all derived from excavations at Tel 

Hisban, Jordan. These labs were broken up by 

an overview lecture on the basics of Islamic 

archaeology and its evolution as a field. 

 

The second and third days of the School fo-

cused on Mamluk Numismatics and was led by 

Professor Dr. Warren Schultz (DePaul Univer-

sity, USA). Topics covered included an intro-

duction to basic numismatic terminology and 

concepts, metrology, the wider context of the 

Islamic monetary tradition, non-numismatic 

sources for Mamluk monetary history and, of 

course, an overview of Mamluk coinage. 

Hands-on sessions with examples of Mamluk 

gold, silver, and copper coins were scheduled 

throughout these two days. Participants both 

struggled and experienced success in reading 

coins in varying states of preservation, and all 

experienced the differences between working 

with images and the actual objects.  
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The fourth day featured two topics, Mamluk 

Glass and Zooarchaeology in the Middle Islamic 

Period. The morning was spent with Prof. Dr. 

Julian Henderson (University of Nottingham, 

UK), who led the participants through both an 

overview of medieval Islamic glass making as 

well as a survey of Mamluk-era glass vessel 

types. His lab session took participants through 

the glass findings from Tell Hisban, which were 

remarkably rich in fragments of enameled 

Mamluk-era glass. In serendipitous displays of 

collaboration, Spring Schoolers were treated to 

several impromptu mini-seminars as Professor 

Henderson would identify a glass-piece and Pro-

fessor Walker would place that object in its ar-

chaeological context.  

The afternoon session on Zooarchaeology in the 

Middle Islamic Period was led by Dr. Chiara 

Corbino (Jr. Fellow, Annemarie Schimmel 

Kolleg, Germany). Knowing that this was the 

field perhaps less familiar to all involved, Dr. 

Corbino enthusiastically introduced the Spring 

Schoolers to how animal bones are utilized by 

archaeologists. She patiently led her audience 

through an introduction to bones and the differ-

ences between various species, utilizing several 

reference skeletons brought to the Archaeological 

lab for the School. Then she set them loose on 

several bone assemblages from Tell Hisban. The-

se assemblages featured distinctly different con-

tents depending on whether they were from the 

citadel and the village, and thanks to Dr. Corbino, 

the participants were able to recognize these differ-

ences by the end of the day.  

The last day of the Spring School emphasized 

collaborative writing. Professor Walker provided 

an overview of the different levels of collabora-

tion, from individual authorship to truly 

colloborative writing by a group.  She then broke 

the participants into six groups of no more than 

four people each, and challenged each group to 

respond to a question she had especially tailored 

for each.  The groups were to draw upon both the 

specializations of their members and what they 

had learned over the preceding four days, and 

then prepare an essay to be shared at the end of 

the day. The groups broke off, and for the rest of 

the morning and early afternoon discussed, ar-

gued, and eventually wrote their presentations. 

During coffee and lunch breaks, these conversa-

tions continued, both internally and externally. 

Finally, at 2:00 p.m. the group gathered and 

shared their results. It was a fitting end to a suc-

cessful and collaborative Spring School.  

Prof. Dr. Warren Schultz (DePaul University, 

USA) 

 

 

 

Islamic Archaeology in Global Perspective 

Conference 

Manama/Bahrain 

11th–13th/4/17 

 
The Annemarie Schimmel Kolleg is closely affil-

iated with the Islamic Archaeology Research 

Unit at the University of Bonn, a research arm 

that actively promotes archaeological research on 

Mamluk Syria and Egypt. The activities of both 

institutions were highlighted at an international 

conference held at the National Museum of Bah-

rain, held on 11-13 April. 

Previous Events 

 

 

 



   4 

  

  

The conference, which launched the opening of 

the new al-Khamis Mosque Visitors Centre and 

Exhibition in Manama, was sponsored by the 

Bahrain Authority for Culture and Antiquities 

and organized by Prof. Timothy Insoll of Exe-

ter University. It was the first international 

event to bring together in one setting specialists 

of Islamic archaeology from all regions of the 

globe. The 20 speakers presented the state-of-

the-field in the Gulf, the Levant, Africa (in its 

entirety), the Iberian Peninsula, Anatolia, and 

Central and Southeast Asia. 

 

The Kolleg was represented by Prof. Bethany 

Walker, who spoke about the development of 

the field in modern Jordan, and the ways in 

which archaeological research has advanced 

our knowledge, specifically, about daily life, 

rural societies, natural resource management, 

and frontier politics in the Mamluk period. The 

conference has laid the ground for future col-

laborations with scientists working on the Mid-

dle Islamic period in other parts of the Mediter-

ranean. 

More information on the event can be found at: 

http://culture.gov.bh/en/theevents/participates_i

n_activities/Running/ic 
 

Prof. Dr. Bethany Walker (Bonn University) 
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Previous Events 

 

Upcoming Events 

 

 Lectures 

 

Fellows’ Seminars 

 

3/4/2017 – Dr. Julie Bonnéric, 4:00-6:00 p.m 

From Use to Symbol: Lighting of ğawāmiʿ 

mosques from the Mamluk period (1250 1517) 

in Egypt and Great Syria 

(Venue: Annemarie Schimmel Kolleg “History 

and Society during the Mamluk Era, 1250-

1517”, Heussallee 18-24) 

 

24/4/2017 –4:00-6:00 p.m. 

Dr. Tarek Sabra presents his project (in Arabic) 

(Venue: Annemarie Schimmel Kolleg “History 

and Society during the Mamluk Era, 1250-

1517”, Heussallee 18-24) 

 

8/5/2017 – Dr. Aleksandar Shopov, 4:00-6:00 

p.m 

Rāḍī al-Dīn al-Ghazzī’s Jāmi‘ farā’id al-

milāḥa fī jawāmi‘ fawā’id al-filāḥa: the Last 

Mamluk Book on Farming and its Context 

(Venue: Annemarie Schimmel Kolleg “History 

and Society during the Mamluk Era, 1250-

1517”, Heussallee 18-24) 

  

15/5/2017 – Bogdan Smarandache, 4:00-6:00 

p.m 

Tracking and Mapping Frankish-Muslim Con-

dominium Agreements, 502-688 AH/1108-1289 

AD 

(Venue: Annemarie Schimmel Kolleg “History 

and Society during the Mamluk Era, 1250-

1517”, Heussallee 18-24) 

 

 

http://culture.gov.bh/en/theevents/participates_in_activities/Running/ic
http://culture.gov.bh/en/theevents/participates_in_activities/Running/ic
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22/5/2017 – Shireen El Kassem and Dr. 

Abdelkader Al Ghouz, 4:00-6:00 p.m. 

Research Conference Report: The Fourth Con-

ference of the School of Mamluk Studies (May 

11-13,2017)  

(Venue: Annemarie Schimmel Kolleg “History 

and Society during the Mamluk Era, 1250-

1517”, Heussallee 18-24) 

   

29/5/2017 – Prof. Dr. Bethany Walker, 4:00-

6:00 p.m 

The Medieval Jerusalem Hinterland Project: A 

multidisciplinary Landscape Study  

(Venue: Annemarie Schimmel Kolleg “History 

and Society during the Mamluk Era, 1250-

1517”, Heussallee 18-24) 

 

Guest Lectures 

21/4/2017 – Prof. Dr. Daniel Varisco (Qatar 

University), 4:00-6:00 p.m 

Sailing to and from the Yemeni Port of Aden in 

the Rasulid Era (13th-15th centuries CE) 

(Venue: Annemarie Schimmel Kolleg “History 

and Society during the Mamluk Era, 1250-

1517”, Heussallee 18-24) 

 

26/04/2017 – Public Lecture: Prof. Dr. David 

Graf, University of Miami, 4 p.m 

Ba‘aja – Nabataean-Islamic Site in the Shadow 

of Petra 

(Venue: Research Unit of Islamic Archaeology 

in Brühler Str.7, 53119 Bonn) 

 

Otto Spies Memorial Lecture  

28/4/2017 – PD. Dr. Henning Sievert (Universi-

ty of Zurich), 4-6 p.m  

What did a vali of Abyssinia actually do? Semi-

official letters from early eighteenth-century 

Jeddah 

(Venue: Library – IOA/Department of Islamic 

Studies, Regina-Pacis-Weg 7) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Events 

Ulrich Haarmann Memorial Lecture 

 

23/6/2017 – Prof. Dr. Jean-Pierre Van Staevel 

(Sorbonne), 4:00-6:00 p.m 

Prof. Dr. Jean-Pierre Van Staevel will be speak-

ing on Maliki law in Aghlabid Ifrīqiyya in an 

urban context. 

(Venue: Annemarie Schimmel Kolleg “History 

and Society during the Mamluk Era, 1250-

1517”, Heussallee 18-24) 

https://www.mamluk.uni-bonn.de/editor/resolveuid/7616a47ad5e477b8b3b6ef8714eee783
https://www.mamluk.uni-bonn.de/editor/resolveuid/7616a47ad5e477b8b3b6ef8714eee783
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Publications 

In recent decades the Abbasid caliphate of Cairo has 

continued to attract scholarly attention. An often ne-

glected though noteworthy period of the caliphate’s 

tenure in Mamluk Cairo is the late fourteenth century 

reign of the caliph al-Mutawakkil ʿalā ʾllāh 

Muḥammad (r. 763-85/1362-83 and 791-808/1389-

1406). Over the course of his time in office, al-

Mutawakkil had been offered the sultanate on at least 

three occasions: at ʿAqaba in 1377, as an alternate 

candidate to the Circassian amir (and later sultan) 

Barqūq in 1382, and later during the rebellion of 

Yalbughā al-Nāṣirī and Minṭāsh in 1390. Al-

Mutawakkil proved consistent in his refusal of the 

office and was wise enough to realize that any such 

assumption of interim power would likely spell his 

own political undoing. Nevertheless, competing 

Mamluk amirs time and again referred to his authori-

ty and continued to put him forth as an acceptable 

contender for the sultanate. Based on sources from 

the Mamluk period and modern studies, this working 

paper addresses how and why the caliphate remained 

an important symbol in late fourteenth century 

Mamluk politics. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.mamluk.uni-

bonn.de/publications/working-paper 
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Mamluk Studies - Band 013  

2 volumes 

Tarek Sabraa (Hg.) 

at-Tarāǧim al-ǧalīla al-ǧaliyya wa-l-ašyāḫ al-

ʿāliya al-ʿaliyya: Aḥmad b. Aybak Ibn ad-

Dumyāṭī 

 

Ibn Aybak ad-Dumyāṭī was an historian spe-

cialized in recording the scholarly lives of the 

learned men of his generation. His most im-

portant work of this genre was at-Tarāǧim al-

ǧalīla al-ǧaliyya wa-l-ašyāḫ al-ʿāliya al-ʿaliyya 

in which he recounted the intellectual life of 

the chief judge Taqī d-Dīn as-Subkī (d. 

756/1355) and which is important for the fol-

lowing reasons: It is the only source which 

mentions in detail the books that as-Subkī stud-

ied with his teachers and reveals a clear picture 

of his strong interest in the Prophetic hadīṯs. It 

unveils information about as-Subkī´s travels 

and mentions teachers that are found in no oth-

er source. It is one of the most important 

sources which were relied upon by Ibn Ḥaǧar 

in ad-Durar al-kāmina and by aṣ-Ṣafadī in 

Aʿyān al-aṣr and al-Wāfī bi-l-wafayāt. 

Publications 

http://www.v-

r.de/de/at_tar_im_al_al_la_al_aliyya_wa_l_a_y_al_liya

_al_aliyya/t-0/1087289/ 

 

http://www.v-r.de/de/at_tar_im_al_al_la_al_aliyya_wa_l_a_y_al_liya_al_aliyya/t-0/1087289/
http://www.v-r.de/de/at_tar_im_al_al_la_al_aliyya_wa_l_a_y_al_liya_al_aliyya/t-0/1087289/
http://www.v-r.de/de/at_tar_im_al_al_la_al_aliyya_wa_l_a_y_al_liya_al_aliyya/t-0/1087289/
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http://www.v-r.de/de/mamluk_studies/sd-0/3085 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mamluk Studies - Band 014 

2 volumes 

Souad Saghbini (Hg.) 

Lisan ad-Din Abu'l-Walid A. b. aš-Šiḥna al-

Ḥanafī, Burhan ad-Din Ibrahim al-Ḫālifī al-

ʿAdawī Lisān al-ḥukkām fī maˁrifat al-aḥkām 

und Ġāyat al-marām fī tatimmat lisān al-ḥukkām 

 

“Lisān al-ḥukkām fī maˁrifat al-aḥkām” ist das 

einzige Werk von Lisān ad-Dīn Abū’ l-Walīd 

Aḥmad b. aš-Šiḥna al-Ḥalabī al-Ḥanafī, der im 

Jahre 862/1458 zum Oberkadi der Ḥanafīten in 

Aleppo ernannt wurde. In der Ausübung des Am-

tes schrieb er dieses Buch nieder. Es behandelt 

zwei Hauptthemen: Richterliche Urteile und die 

Rechte eines Menschen gegenüber seinen Mit-

menschen. Er hatte 21 von geplanten 30 Kapiteln 

niedergeschrieben, als er im Alter von 38 Jahren 

infolge einer Pesterkrankung starb. Sein Buch 

gehört aufgrund der umfangreichen Rechtsquel-

len, der Strukturierung und der Vorgehensweise 

zu den praktischsten und beliebtesten unter den 

Fiqh-Büchern. Ein aleppinischer Gelehrter na-

mens Burhan ad-Dīn Ibrāhīm al-Ḫālifī al-ʿAdawī 

al-Ḥalabī al-Ḥanafī vervollständigte das Buch. Er 

benutzte bis zur Fertigstellung des Buches im 

Jahre 1015/1606 dieselben Rechtsquellen und 

folgte der ursprünglichen Strukturierung und 

Vorgehensweise. 

Publications 
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