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Previous Events 

Lectures 
(Venue, unless mentioned differently:  
Annemarie Schimmel Kolleg “History and 
Society during the Mamluk Era, 1250- 
1517”, Heussallee 18-24) 
 
6/11/2017 – Fellows' Seminar, 4:00-5:30 
p.m.  
Nicolò Pini (Bonn): “Extended Families, 
Tribal Ties and Movement of People in the 
Mamluk Period: Spatial and Socio-
Economic Structures in Creating, Shaping, 
and Maintaining the Rural and Urban Built 
Environment”  
 
14/11/2017 – 41st Ulrich Haarmann Me-
morial Lecture, 6:00-8:00 p.m. 
Prof. Dr. Tetsuya Ohtoshi (Tokyo): “Re-
considering the Cult of Saints, the Ziyāra, 
and Cemeteries in Mamluk Egypt.”  
 
20/11/2017 – Guest Lecture, 4:00-5:30 
p.m. 
Dr. Konstantinos Gogos (Athens): “Trajec-
tories of Muslim Intellectuals in Turkey: 
the Case of Necip Fazil Kisakü- rek” 
  
27/11/2017 – Fellows' Seminar, 4:00-5:30 
p.m. 
Dr. Alessandro Rizzo (Bonn): “Mamluk 
Diplomatic Instruments Guarantying Mo-
bility to European Emissaries and Mer-
chants” 
 
4/12/2017 – Guest Lecture, 7:00-8:30 p.m.   
Prof. Dr. Andreas Eckart (Cologne): 
“The Early Great Debate: A Comment on 
Ibn al-Haytham's Work on the Location of 
the Milky Way with Respect to the Earth” 
 
13/12/2017 – Fellows' Seminar, 9:00-11:00 
a.m.    
Dr. Aleksandar Shopov (Bonn): “Rāḍī al-
Dīn al-Ghazzī’s Jāmi‘ Farā’id al-Milāḥa fī 
Jawāmi‘ Fawā’id al-Filāḥa: the Last Mam-
luk Book on Farming and Its Context” 
 

18/12/2017 – Fellows' Seminar, 4:00-5:30 
p.m.  
Raffaele Ranieri (Bonn): “The Wheel 
Thrown Pottery in the Southern Bilad-al-
Sham (cc. 12-13): Production and Distribu-
tion. The Case-Study of Shawbak (South-
ern Jordan)” 
 
19/12/2017 – Christmas Party, 6:30 p.m. 
  
8/1/2018 – Fellows' Seminar, 4:00-5:30 
p.m. 
Kaori Otsuya (Bonn): “Mamluk Policies 
towards the Judges of Mecca and Medina” 
 
11/1/2018 – Internal Discussion Session, 
10:00-12:00 p.m. 
 
12/1/2018 – Guest Lecture, 4:00-6:00 p.m.  
Rasim Marz (Cologne): "Europe’s forgot-
ten Statesmen: Life and Legacy of the Ot-
toman Grand Vizier and Reformer of Tan-
zimat Era Mehmed Emin Âli Pasha (1815-
1871)" 
 
15/1/2018 – Fellows' Seminar, 4:00-5:30 
p.m. 
Daisy Livingston (Bonn): “Archival Prac-
tices in Mamlūk Egypt (c. 1250-1517)” 
 
18/1/2018 – Internal Discussion Session, 
10:00-12:00 p.m. 

 
22/1/2018 – Fellows' Seminar, 4:00-5:30 
p.m. 
Prof. Dr. Amina Elbendary (Bonn): “Popu-
larization and Late Medieval Arabic Histo-
riography (1400-1600). The Bourgeois 
Trend in Late Medieval Arabic Discourse” 
 
29/1/2018 –  Guest Lecture, 4:00-5:30 p.m.  
Dr. Mohammad Gharaibeh (Bonn): "The 
Sociology of Ḥadīṯ Studies in the Mamluk 
Period: An Analysis of the Commentaries 
on the Muqaddimat Ibn Aṣ-Ṣalāḥ from the 
Perspective of Sociology of Knowledge" 
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Ulrich Haarmann Memorial Lecture  
(Venue: Annemarie Schimmel Kolleg 
“History and Society during the Mamluk 
Era, 1250-1517”, Heussallee 18-24) 
 
14/11/2017 – Prof. Dr. Tetsuya Ohtoshi 
(Waseda University, Tokyo), 6:00-8:00 
p.m. 
 
“Reconsidering the Cult of Saints, the 
Ziyāra, and Cemeteries in Mamluk Egypt” 
 

 
 
In this lecture, the milieu of three interre-
lated issues, the cult of saints, the ziyāra, 
and cemeteries (the Smaller and Greater 
Qarāfas and the Sahrā’ area) in medieval 
Egypt, were reconsidered from multiple 
perspectives, such as that of spiritual or 
mundane mediators, waqfs and public 
awareness, the hub of intellectual exchang-
es, the contact zone of ruling elites and 
common people, the control of ruling elites 
over cemeteries, the cradle and basis for 
the development of Sufism, etc. In particu-
lar, the focus was on the creation of holy 
tombs and evidence from waqf documents. 
All these elements were viewed from the 
prism of Cairene cemeteries leading to the 
delineation of a total picture of the practice 
and landscape in these cemeteries and the 
cult of saints in the Mamluk period. 	
First, it was ascertained how these loci 
mentioned above acquired the characteris-
tics of “holiness” and became the pleasure 
resort of Egyptians. Then two distinctive 
incidents that occurred in Mamluk Cairo 
were analyzed and compared. This shed 
light on the role played by the female fami-
ly members of the ruling elites, who could 
intercede the commoners with the ruling 

elites. In addition, the mechanism and con-
ditions responsible for the emergence of 
these holy tombs and saints were reex-
amined. Moreover, evidences from Mam-
luk waqf or waqf-related documents pre-
served in the Dār al-Wathā’iq al-Qawmīya 
were scrutinized. These documents depict 
the management and personnel of the cem-
eteries and the duties of employees in 
them. In addition, the public characteristics 
of the waqf set in these cemeteries even at 
an age when the waqf largely benefited the 
family members and offspring of its 
founder were explored. 
 
 
8-10/12/2017 – International Confe-
rence “Material Culture Methods in 
the Middle Islamic Periods” 
(Venue: Günnewig Hotel Bristol, Prinz-
Albert-Str. 2, 53113 Bonn) 
 

 
 
Last year’s international conference was 
devoted to the study of material culture in 
the Middle Islamic periods, namely the era 
of the Ayyubid, Mamluk and Ottoman Sul-
tanates and their contemporaries, with a 
special emphasis on the Mamluk era. Ma-
terial culture includes the things that peo-
ple have made and the relationships be-
tween people and those things. It is most 
informative about the realities of daily life, 
social and economic networks, and the 
spatial setting of social activities. Rather 
than focusing on the formal qualities of 
objects or their “materiality” (dating, prov-
enance, material composition), the confer-
ence’s aim was to facilitate the expansion 
of the kind of questions we can ask about 
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the societies of the Mediterranean in the 
12th-16th centuries, through reference to 
the material record, including “archaeolog-
ical texts” (papyri, paper documents, and 
inscriptions recovered from archaeological 
contexts). The geographical focus of the 
conference was the Mediterranean and its 
hinterland.  
Participants were challenged to address the 

explore ways in which “things” fashioned 
by human hands defined, molded, and re-
constituted relationships: the relationships 
between craftsman and consumer, patron 
and client, and within social or intellectual 
groups, for example. 
	

	

Upcoming Events

Lectures 
(Venue: Annemarie Schimmel Kolleg 
“History and Society during the Mamluk 
Era, 1250- 1517”, Heussallee 18-24) 
 
1/2/2018 – Internal Discussion Session, 
10:00-12:00 p.m. 
 
5/2/2018 – Otto Spies Memorial Lecture, 
6:00-8:00 p.m. 
Prof. Dr. Johann Büssow (Tübingen): 
“Middle Eastern, Islamic, or Ottoman? 
Empirical Findings and Local Voices on 
Individual Socialisation and Politics in 
Late Ottoman Gaza” 
 
15/2/2018 – Internal Discussion Session, 
10:00-12:00 p.m.  

 
19/2/2018 – Fellows' Seminar, 4:00-5:30 
p.m. 
Dr. Stephen McPhillips (Bonn): “The so-
cial Archaeology of the North Jordan Val-
ley. Perspectives from Ṭabaqat Faḥl” 
 
22/2/2018 – Internal Discussion Session, 
10:00-12:00 p.m. 
 
26/2/2018 – Guest Lecture, 4:00-5:30 p.m. 
Dr. Gül Sen (Bonn): “Naʿīmā Muṣṭafā 
(d.1716): An Ottoman Bureaucrat-
Historian between Aleppo and the Pele-
ponnes”  
 
 

Call for Applications – 2018/2019 

Scholarships for PhDs, Post-Docs and 
Senior Scholars 
 
The Annemarie Schimmel Kolleg “History 
and Society during the Mamluk Era (1250-
1517)” (www.mamluk.uni-bonn.de/) has 
opened the call for applications for ten 
scholarships with a prospective start date 
of September 2018. 	
The Kolleg is a center for advanced studies 
funded by the German Research Founda-
tion (DFG) that is devoted to the study of 
the Mamluk Sultanate (1250-1517). For 

the coming year ASK’s research will focus 
not only on the Mamluk empire but also on 
a broadened classification of the Middle 
Islamic Period (12th-17th centuries CE), 
including the early Ottoman period.	
You can apply for a project for a period of 
ten months. Included is a working space 
in fully equipped offices.	
The grant for PhD-students consists of: 
• a monthly stipend of Euro 1200,- 
• travel allowance 
• basic accommodation 

The fellowship for Post-Doc graduates 
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consists of: 
• a monthly stipend of Euro 2300,- 
• travel allowance 
• basic accommodation 

The fellowship for senior scholars (tenured 
professors or the equivalent) 
• a monthly stipend (for further 

information please contact Prof. Dr. 
Stephan Conermann 
stephan.conermann@uni-bonn.de) 	

• travel allowance 
• basic accommodation 

Scholarship and fellowship holders are 
expected to participate actively to the 
Kolleg’s overall line of research and em-
brace its inter- and multidisciplinary envi-
ronment. Regular attendance at the Kolleg 
is required, what includes two research 
meetings and one informal gathering a 
week. Residency in Bonn or the region 
nearby is implied. The ASK is primarily an 
English-language institution. Therefore, 
fellowship applicants should have a high 
level of proficiency in spoken and written 
English.  
 
Programming theme for 2018-2019 
 
The programming theme of the upcoming 
academic year at the Annemarie-
Schimmel-Kolleg (2018-2019) is the study 
of mobility and immobility, material cul-
ture, environmental history, borders, intel-
lectual history and poetry during the transi-
tion period from the Mamluk Sultanate to 
the Ottoman Empire. This will be concep-
tualized in terms of social and trans-
cultural interactions that don’t focus on the 
dynastic decline of the Mamluk era (1250-
1517) as a turning point in history. The 
Annemarie-Schimmel-Kolleg incorporated 
this approach in its second phase (2015-
2019). On account of this, the ASK has 
expanded the focus of its research in two 
respects. Firstly, instead of the classical 
understanding of history structured around 
political dynasties, it adopted a broader 
system of periodization based on the con-
cept of the “Middle Islamic Period” (12th-
17th centuries CE). The main focus of the 

ASK’s research remains history and socie-
ty during the Mamluk period in Egypt, 
Bilād al-Shām and the Ḥijāz. Utilizing this 
broader periodization, however, permits us 
to include –through process based analy-
sis– the Early Ottoman time into our re-
search. Secondly, the ASK tackles the 
question of historical developments with-
out considering the changeover of power 
as a decisive criterion in studying history 
and society during the transition period 
from the Ayyubids to the Mamluks or from 
the later dynasty to the Ottoman Empire. 
The social and trans-cultural interaction 
that took place during the transition period 
from the Mamluk Sultanate to the Ottoman 
Empire has not been studied systematically 
so far. Therefore, we highly encourage 
senior and junior scholars of the Mamluk 
and/or Ottoman periods to apply for a fel-
lowship with projects that fit into this 
theme and approach.	
 
Application procedure for PhD-
Candidates, Post-Docs and senior schol-
ars 
 
Applications should contain:  
• A 1-2-page statement outlining the 

candidate’s current and longer term 
academic interest and a project 
description in English  

• A concise Curriculum Vitae with a list 
of principal publications  

• A graduate-level transcript (is 
applicable ONLY to PhD-Candidates 
and Post-Docs)  

• Two letters of recommendation (is 
applicable ONLY to PhD-Candidates 
and Post-Docs) 

All files, including letters of recommenda-
tion, should be sent in PDF format to Dr. 
Abdelkader Al Ghouz (aalghouz@uni-
bonn.de).  
The deadline for application is March 31st 
2018. Incomplete or late applications will 
not be considered.  
Successful candidates will be informed by 
April 30th 2018. 
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Mamluk Studies – Band 016 
Muslim-Jewish Relations in the Middle Is-
lamic Period. Jews in the Ayyubid and Mam-
luk Sultanates (1171–1517) 
Stephan Conermann (ed.) 
 
This book contributes to the history of medi-
eval Jewry in general, as a basis for a com-
parative study of the position of the Jews in 
Christian Europe in the Late Middle Ages. 
The eight articles written by leading experts 
on this topic pay special attention to the fol-
lowing issues: the measure of tolerance of 
the Mamluk rulers and the Muslim populace 
toward the Jews; Jews in government posi-
tions and as court physicians; conversion and 
attitudes toward converted Jews; the Sufi 
(mystical) nature of Jewish leadership and its 
relation to the Sufi Islamic discourse; profes-
sional, intellectual, and legal interactions 
between Jews and Muslims. In the end, the 
contributions help us to sharpen our under-
standing of Jewish life during the Middle 
Islamic Period in the Near East. 
 


