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conference: Between Saladin and Selim the Grim: Syria under Ayyubid and
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Mamluk Rule organized by Dr. Kate RAPHAEL and Prof. Dr. Reuven AMITAI
it develop (or continue to develop) its own
independent cultural, administrative and
intellectual identity and characteristics?
Perhaps the question was badly phrased or
not suitable; perhaps the two organizers of
the conference should have taken a more
active part. Rousing a good discussion is a lot
more difficult than we had thought.

The conference begun with a superb key note given
by Professor Walker, she set a high and quite a
challenging standard. The new and younger
participants who amounted to more than half the
speakers were a dominant group in this conference.
Whether they were exploring well established or
novel subjects, they incorporated creative research
methodologies, brought in new sources, ideas and
theories. What was striking about the participants
who were PhD students or had just received their
PhDs was the level and quality of their presentations.
It seems that being a bit tense –having butterflies in
your stomach and having a senior group of
professors in front of you is a recipe that always
works. All of them without failure were fluent and
clear; they came with well prepared papers and
power points, managed the questions and provided
detailed answers for the discussion that followed.
The feeling one had was that they were indeed the
masters in their field.
While the variety of subjects addressed in the
conference was stimulating, and the summation by
Dr. Hirschler and Professor Ephrat was good, the
question that was suppose to stir and set the guide
line for the last session did not invite or provoke a
true discussion.
The question was: The development of Syria and
Damascus in relation to Egypt and Cairo. Did Syria
follow and adopt the Mamluk Egyptian model, or did

Watching the interaction during lunch and
around the tall coffee tables outside the
formal conference hall and listening to the
conversations was fascinating. The younger
took advantage of the knowledge of senior
scholars. The coffee breaks were fruitful
mainly because most people were not that
well acquainted with one another, and the
number of participants was such that you
could move around and mingle with relative
ease. There was a good chemistry and it
seemed all sides enjoyed and benefited from
these breaks.
The tour around town was great. Almost
everyone came. The fact that the weather was
warm, that Bonn is small and has an
interesting collection of sites within stone
throw from the Hotel, together with our
charming and knowledgeable guide turned
this outing into a really enjoyable evening.
Our home made chairs, all from the Kolleg
were true professionals. They also acted as
ambassadors of the kolleg, which was no less
important. The Impeccable organization was
due to Dr. Mohammad Gharaibeh, Dr.
Claudia El Hawary and Gülsüm Örek. They
are a joy to work with and without them it
would have been impossible to hold this
conference.
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My own personal opinion is that while bringing well
established scholars is important, organizers of
conferences should make sure they invite PhD
students at various stages. It is not only that few of
them have the financial means to attend- their
contribution when they are almost half the
presenters is truly valuable.

If anyone had doubt as to the future of the
field of Mamluk Studies, I think we all
walked away knowing that there is a very
talented, hard working young generation out
there that is doing remarkable research.
Kate RAPHAEL

Guest Talk: Machaut, Mézières and al-Nuwayrī al-Iskandarānī. From ‘Rapport de Fait’ to Interliterary
Mediterranean System by David Joseph WRISLEY, American University of Beirut

This lecture will opened with a of discussion the
Mamluk text the Kitāb al-Ilmām composed by alNuwayrī al-Iskandarānī after the Siege of
Alexandria (1365) and its reception by literaryhistorical criticism since Atiya. The lecture draw
on theoretical models for interliterary systems
(Ďurišin, Guillén, Domínguez, Kinoshita) that
eschew the French comparative model of
“demonstrable contact” and its concomitant
models of textual influence.

It explored potential systemic readings with
Christian authors writing in medieval
French and Latin around the Lusignan court
(Guillaume de Machaut, Philippe de
Mézières) on multiple levels: generic,
morphological, thematic as well as that of a
shared Mediterranean literary-historical
horizon.

Ulrich Haarman Memorial Lecture
31/08/2015 - Prof. Dr. Stefan WEBER
Fragments of a Lost Past or Evidence of a
Connected History: The Role and Concepts of
Islamic Art in the Museum Context
"The first years of the 21st century witness an
impressive re-evaluation of Islamic Art and
Archaeology. Most of the larger collections of
Islamic Art have been, or still are, undergoing
reorganization. New galleries were established.
Museums and galleries increasingly become
important forums for public interest in Muslim
Cultures. The specific challenges of globally
changing societies and the growing presence of
Muslims in many countries of Europe and
northern America assign collections of Islamic
Art with new duties and responsibilities.
Visitors come to the museum to find answers to
today’s questions.

In spite of that, there has been little discussion
on content, categories of order, and the new
role of these museums. This lecture followed
the history of permanent exhibitions of Islamic
Art and Archaeology from the early 20th
century until our days and showed what the
concepts imbedded in the galleries arrangement
and designs were.
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Which notions of culture and art were in
place during the making?"

21/09/ 2015 - Dr. Yossef RAPOPORT
Counting Sheep in Ayyubid Fayyum: Humans
and Other Animals in the Rural Economy of
Medieval Egypt
The fiscal records of Ayyubid Fayyum, as
preserved in an-Nābulsī’s tax-account, show a
surprisingly diverse agrarian economy. Beyond
the staple cereals, in nearly every village
peasants tried to diversify their income and
their
diet.
Government-owned
sugarplantations created a complex network of
labour and pressing centers. Flax dominated
around the Dam of al-Lāhūn, bringing in taxrevenues of thousands of dinars a year.

Villages with access to water all year round,
especially in a band along the northern
edges, had orchards of pears and apples, as
well as very lucrative vineyards. Perhaps the
most overlooked aspect of this agrarian
economy was the large number of small and
large cattle: Flocks of sheep, numbering in
the tens of thousands, were a source of milk,
wool, but also meat to the tiny urban elites in
Madīnat al-Fayyum, and there were probably
enough sheep in the Fayyum for some
consumption by local peasants, even if of
low quality. These were supplemented by
consumption of cheap fish, and massproduction of poultry in large hatcheries.
Most importantly, the rearing of animals had
little or nothing to do with nomadism,
belying the common distinction between the
desert and the sown.
Upcoming
Twenty-Ninth Ulrich Haarmann
Memorial Lecture (October 26th 2015)
Prof. Dr. Stéphane PRADINES (The Aga
Khan University, UK)
Thirtieth Ulrich Haarmann Memorial
Lecture (November 9th 2015)
Prof. Dr. John COOPER (University of
Exeter, UK)
Thirty-First Ulrich Haarmann Memorial
Lecture (November 16th 2015)
Dr. Hani Hamza

International Research Colloquium
 04/09/2015 Dr. Sabri SALEEM (Sanaa): Political Developments and Saudi Interests in Yemen
 11/09/2015 Sibylla WOLFGARTEN, M.A.: The Turkish Revolution (inkılâp) through the
Glasses of the KADRO Movement (1932-1934/35)
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 18/09/2015 Dr. Abdelkader AL GHOUZ: Brokers of Arabic Philosophy in Mamluk Egypt:
Maḥmūd al-Iṣfahānī (d. 1348) as a Case Study in the Transmission of Philosophical
Knowledge through Commentary Writing
 25/09/2015 Dr. Anna KOLLATZ: From Dishwasher to Millionaire? Social Mobility in an
18th Century Indian Ego-Document

Publications

http://www.mamluk.uni-bonn.de/publications

This working paper is a reflexive essay that
tries to think with and beyond one of the
basic assumptions upon which the field of
late medieval Syro-Egyptian ‘Mamluk’
studies is built: the idea that all late medieval
Syro-Egyptian objects of study are by default
first and foremost connected, circumscribed
and distinguished by some agency of
dominant military slavery, of Mamluk-ness.
Acknowledging that there may be different
ways to pursue such an epistemological
exercise, this

essay opts for re-imagining the historical agency
of what traditionally tends to be subsumed under
the phenomenon of the Mamluk state. It is argued
that the notions of state in modern research and
of dawla in contemporary texts remain an issue of
related analytical confusion. Engaging with this
confusion in the generalising fashion of a
historical sociology of late medieval Syro-Egyptian
political action, this essay proposes an alternative
analytical model that is inspired by Michael
Chamberlain’s prioritisation of social practices of
household reproduction and by Timothy
Mitchell’s related understanding of the state as a
structural effect of practices of social
differentiation. The proposed model sees sultanic
political order —the state— as process, in
constant flux as the structural effect and
structuring embodiment of constantly changing
practices of social reproduction, of elite
integration and of political distinction, in contexts
that range between multipolar and unipolar social
organisation at and around Cairo’s court and its
military elites. The essay ends with summarily
suggesting from this model how the socioculturally structured and structuring memories of
dynastic political order that had remained
politically dominant for most of the thirteenth and
fourteenth centuries were all but obliterated in
the fifteenth century by a new layer of particularly
‘Mamluk’ socio-political meaning.
Jo van STEENBERGEN
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http://www.mamluk.unibonn.de/publications/working-paper
As an institution that fulfilled both religious
and civil functions, the mosque facilitated the
establishment of Muslim rule and played an
essential role in the consolidation and
construction of the identity of the new
emerging Muslim society.

The aims of this research are twofold: the first is
to record the mosques that were built
throughout the region. The second aim of this
project is to try and follow the pace of
Islamization from the Arab conquest (638CE) up
until the end of the Mamluk period (1517CE), by
examining the spatial distribution of mosques in
the region of what are today the modern states
of Jordan, the Palestinian Authority and Israel.
By recording the mosques built over the period
under discussion and examining them in the
wider historical frame one may well be able to
provide a better picture of what might have
occurred in this region. The corpus of mosques
(which does not form part of this publication) is
drawn from historical sources, the large body of
inscriptions that commemorate the construction
and/or repairs of mosques, and archaeological
excavations
and
surveys.
The following is a preliminary analysis of this
data. It is important to stress here that this work
is still in progress and that the database may
grow and the picture presented here may well
change.
Kate RAPHAEL
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This working paper summarises the main
research results of my research stay as a
post-doc research fellow at
the
Annemarie-Schimmel-Kolleg. The aim of
this research project is to cast light on
knowledge brokerage between Ilkhanid
Tabriz and Mamlūk Cairo during the third
reign of the Mamlūk ruler an-Nāṣir
Muḥammad (r. 1310-1341). Therefore, it
focuses on the Sunni scholar Šams ad-Dīn
Maḥmūd Ibn ʿAbd ar-Raḥmān al-Iṣfahānī
(d. 749/1348) and his role as a
philosophical broker in religious and
educational
foundations
(ḫānqāhs)
devoted in the first place to religious
practices of Sufism. This working paper is
divided into three parts: 1. the academic
setting of the present post-doc research
project, 2. a biography of Šams ad-Dīn
Maḥmūd al-Iṣfahānī, and 3. an analysis of
the text data of my research project from
the perspective of both social and
intellectual history.
http://www.mamluk.unibonn.de/publications/working-paper

Abdelkader Al GHOUZ
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This book focuses on the Manṣūriyya regiment,
the mamluks of sultan al-Manṣūr Qalāwūn. It
traces the lives of these mamluks during the
career of their master Qalāwūn (ca. 1260–
1290), the period they ruled the Sultanate of
Egypt and Syria de jure or de facto (1290–
1310), and their aftermath, during the third
reign of sultan al-Nāṣir Muḥammad b.
Qalāwūn (1310–1341). Based on dozens of
contemporary Arabic sources, the book traces
the political and military events of the turbulent
Manṣūriyya period, as well as the basic
military-political principles and socio-political
practices that evolved during this period. It
suggests that the Manṣūriyya period marks the
beginning of the demilitarization, or
politicization, of the Mamluk sultanate.
Amir MAZOR
The Rise and Fall of a Muslim Regiment
http://www.mamluk.unibonn.de/publications/mamluk-studies
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