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Professor HEIDEMANN was 

fellow at ASK from October 

2013 – February 2014. During 

his fellowship he focused on:  

 

Coinage, Commerce and 
Taxation in the Mamluk Period 

    

 

Professor BORSCH is a fellow 

at ASK from October 2013 – 

July 2014. His project deals 

with: 

 

The Late Mamluk Irrigation 
System 

   

   

 

Project: 

Political leadership and 
religion: The nature of Islamic 
and Jewish leadership in Egypt 
and Syria during the 13th to 
15th centuries 

                                        Post-Doctoral Students 

 

Dr. Amir  

MAZOR 

 

Jerusalem, 

Israel 

Prof. Dr. Stuart     

BORSCH 

                                 

Worcester, MA 

United States 
 

Dr. Souad 

SAGHBINI 

Bonn, 

Germany 

Project: 

Ibn aš-Šiḥnas (st. 882/1477) 
Lisān al-ḥukkām fī maʿrifat 
al-aḥkām – „Todte Buchsta-
ben“ oder Spiegel der 
Rechtswirklichkeit? 
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 16
th

 –  17
th

 of January 2014 – Conference  

(Be)Gründung von Herrschaft: Strategien der Kontingenzbewältigung. Eine interdisziplinäre 

Annäherung 

            

 

The path that human life can take on is constrained 

by events that are often random and irritating. This 

contradicts the assumption that life goes on in a 

continuous and unproblematic manner. The 

experience of random and irritating events – that is 

also known as the problem of contingency in life – 

need to be interpreted to give one’s own life and the 

world outside a coherent meaning that enables the 

individual to continue and deal with daily life. 

In this conference, scholars of various disciplines, 

i.e. Medieval European History, Middle Eastern 

Studies, Ottoman Studies, Iranian Studies, Asian 

and Islamic Art History, approached the problem of 

contingency with regard to the question of power 

and rule. The leading question was how authors 

(mainly chroniclers) interpreted dynastical shifts or 

internal or external threats to a dynasty etc. to 

construct legitimate rule. 

 

Ali EL-OUNI, M.A. 

Tunis,Tunisia 

Ali EL-OUNI and Rihab BEN OTHMEN received a 

scholarship at ASK from February 2013 – February 

2014. During their stay they continued to write on 

their doctoral theses.  

 

The project of Rihab BEN OTHMEN is focused on: 

 
La femme et les uléma en Égypte mamlouke 
 

The project of Ali EL-OUNI is concentrated on: 

 
Les relations d'Alep et de la niyaba d'Alep avec le 
pouvoir central à l'époque des Mamluks 
Circassiens 

Rihab BEN OTHMEN, M.A. 

Tunis,Tunisia 

              

              

              

Doctoral Students 
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                                                    Ulrich Haarmann Memorial Lectures 

13/01/2014 – Prof. Dr. Stuart BORSCH  

                      (Assumption College, Worcester      

                      MA, USA) 

 

     The Water Regime of Medieval Alexandria 
 

The lecture explored several topics, including an 

examination of Alexandria’s cisterns and its water 

supply. The irrigation system of the province of 

Buhayra was discussed at length, with an 

emphasis on the four major canals that run 

through the province. The process of irrigation 

expansion (969-1347 CE) throughout the Delta 

was examined from the perspective of Buhayra in 

particular.  

  

 

After this, Borsch addressed the subject of the 

Black Death that arrived in Alexandria in fall 1347.  

The origins and etymology of Yersinia Pestis were 

examined in detail and then Borsch went on to 

discuss plague depopulation and its devastating 

impact on Buhayra’s irrigation system.  

Finally, using a new methodology called Systems 
Ratio Analysis, Borsch analyzed irrigation collapse 

and decay over the long-term, to 1814 by 

comparing the 1315 land survey with the 1814 land 

survey. Using Systems Ratio Analysis, Borsch 

concluded that three of the four major canals had 

suffered partial or complete failure by 1814. 

Irrigation decay in the long-term was thus 

established as a likely historical outcome for the 

province of Buhayra. 

From 24
th

 – 28
th

 March 2014 the spring school 

“History and Society during the Mamluk Empire, 

1250-1517” was successfully organized by the 

Annemarie Schimmel Kolleg, in which about 12 

international students on the doctoral and post-

doctoral level were invited. For the duration of a 

week, the group gained an insight into the history 

and society of and during the Mamluk era (1250-

1517) on the one hand and into the evolution of 

the so called Mamluk studies on the other hand. 

The spring school started with a general 

introduction into the political history and the 

society of the Mamluk Empire. Since the Mamluk 

Empire has become an intense focus of 

scholarship, the evolution of this field was 

discussed and some basic studies and scientists 

were introduced. The main sources on which 

Mamluk studies basically rely were discussed too 

and the group developed several approaches how 

to analyze these sources to gain new and 

innovative research questions and new scientific 

knowledge on that era.  

For this, the lectures on Islamic Archeology and 

Material Culture as well as the concept of frontier 

studies were one of the highlights of the week. 

    

These approaches provide new sources for a 

social history, offer different approaches for a 

better understanding of the society and challenge 

wide spread assumptions and concepts such as 

the problem of periodization and the concept of 

centre and periphery, to name just two. In the 

final session, the participants discussed recent 

research trends and try to develop research 

projects that should fill research gaps as well as 

offer innovative approaches for the understanding 

of the history and society of that time. 

 

24
th

 – 28
th

 of March 2014 - Spring School  -  

History and Society during the Mamluk Empire, 1250-1517  
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                                               International Research Colloquium 

24/01/2013 - Prof. Dr. Jamal MALIK (Erfurt)  

Fiqh al-dawa, or: the juridification of Islamic 
Mission in the context of globalization 

14/02/2014 - Frank SCHELLENBERG, M.A.,    

Erlangen-Nuremberg) 

Between Global Discourse of Remembrance and 
Regional Perspective. The NS in the Eyes of Arab 
Intellectuals 
 

28/02/2014 - Mareike TRANSFELD, M.A.       

(Sana’a, Jemen)  

Challenging Goliath: The Yemeni Congregation 
for Reform and their Struggle for Political Change 
(2006-2011) 

14/03/2014 - Dr. Islam DAYEH, (FU Berlin)  

Shabbatai Zewi's Messianic Movement and the 
Jews of Yemen, 17th-19th Century 

 

 20/01/2014 – Prof. Dr. Mounira CHAPOUTOT-      

                      REMADI (Université de Tunis,  

                      Tunisia) 

 

Between the violence of the repression and the 
royal mercy. How to manage the conflicts in 
Mamluk Egypt 
 

With the reference to Max Weber and Ibn 

Taymiyya, Chapoutot-Remadi began her lecture 

on the difficult relation of the use of repressive 

violence and royal mercy. While Weber 

emphasize that a legitimate ruler can enforce his 

degrees through physical violence, Ibn Taymiyya 

strengthens the position of the Mamluk ruler by 

stating that any state and order is better than 

chaos and anarchy (fitna). At the beginning of 

their rule, Mamluk rulers used violence mainly 

against their external enemies, but during their 

empire, the use of violence against the inner 

risks, i.e. ethnical, geographical and religious 

diversity, increased. With the building of the dār 
al-ʿadl and the introduction of the maẓālim 

courts, furthermore, Mamluk ruler attempted to 

concentrate the juridical power on the sultanate. 

They ruled in conflicts independently from the 

religious scholars, so that the decided whom to 

grant mercy or to punish. The need of 

legitimating their rule is reflected in panegyrics, 

where the rulers are presented as just and 

merciful. 

Upcoming 

07/07/2014 - Prof. Dr. Frank Griffel  

          (Yale-University, USA) 

 

Philosophical Rationalism and 'Orthodox'  
Theology in Post-Classical Islam 
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Publications 

CONERMANN, Stephan (ed.):  

History and Society during the Mamluk Period (1250 – 1517) 
Studies of the Annemarie Schimmel Research College 1 

 

The Annemarie Schimmel Kolleg “History and Society of the 

Mamluk Era” (www.mamluk.uni-bonn.de) aims to make long-

lasting contributions to Mamluk Studies through its support of 

individual and cooperative projects. In this volume, Fellows of 

the first two years present their research produced at the 

Kolleg. Their interests have addressed a wide range of 

fascinating topics: medicine and non-Muslim physicians in 

Mamluk Cairo, the social order of 15th-century Damascus, 

official reports on natural disaster (maḥāḍir) as sources of 

Mamluk geography, folk literature, narrative analysis of ego-

documents, the judiciary of Late Mamluk and Early Ottoman 

Damascus, and the problems of imperial village planning. All 

contributions lead to a better and more sophisticated 

understanding of the Mamluk society. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

http://www.v-r.de/de/seriesdetail-

26-26/mamluk_studies-3085/ 


